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polcion, under a fear of his life, and, therefore, as he 
W&S not free, his decision could not be regarded as ex 
tathedrd. The Bull thus issued was full of error. 

Inquirer This is another point which may be, to 

one at a distance from Rome, very difficult of ascer- 
taining. How am I, or'any one in England, to ascertain, 
with anything like moral certainty, whether the Pope, at 
the issuing of any Bull, was really under exterior influ- 
ences, or perfectly free, even if it was issued at the 
present day ? Bat the difficulty must be enhanced a 
thousand-fold when the inquiry concerns some Bull 
issued centuries ago. I am afraid your tests are scarcely 
available for practical use, and I entreat you to tell me 
how to get over so many uncertainties. 

Father M. — My dear sir, nothing can be easier; yon 
hare only, in such cases, to go to the bishop, and ask 
him whether the bull was ex cathedra or otherwise. 

Inquirer — Oh 1 I see, and I suppose, if I can't get 
at the bishop, the parish priest will do as well. If the 
whole results in this, I might better relinquish the 
search after infallibility altogether, and at once use 
my own sense and judgment, howerer fallible, and com- 
pare the Bull with the Holy Scriptures rather than be 
left in such a maze of uncertainties, heaped one upon 
another, with no better guide than a man like myself, 
admitted to be fallible, and having, perhaps, some inte- 
rest in deceiving me into the belief of a doctrine on which 
he, perhaps, depends for his livelihood. I shall be 
happy, however, to renew our conference on another 
opportunity ; at present accept my thanks for all the 
trouble you have taken for my enlightenment — ^farewell 



THE GREAT WESTERN SCHISM — ^No. II. 
Ws; have had occasion, in our last volume (see p. 7), 
to bring before our readers Scriptural proof of the fact 
that, even in the apostles' days, teachers of error existed, 
and that even among the clergy of the Church ; but that 
when the apostles warn their converts against the dan- 
ger of being misled by such false teachers they tell them 
of no infallible safeguard against it. They say nothing 
of general councils whose decisions shall be miraculously 
secured from error ; nor of any central church whose 
guidance may be implicitly followed ; nor of any suc- 
cessor of St. Peter who shall supply Christians with un- 
erring directions. Their only advice to their followers 
is to watch, to take heed to themselves and to the doc- 
trine which ha* been delivered to them. 

Modern Romanists, however, have discovered a com- 
pendious way of arriving at truth, a way of which we 
find no traces in the records of the apostolic age. Their 
plan is not to judge of the Church by its doctrine, but 
to judge of the doctrine by the Church which teaches it. 
And when they find Protestants pursuing the ancient 
method of testing whether a doctrine be true, by heed- 
ful comparison of it with the doctrines which the apos- 
tles are recorded to have delivered, they taunt them with 
the uncertainty of their process. They say, whether 
such and such a doctrine be true is, after all, but a 
matter of opinion ; but that we are in communion with 
the successor of St. Peter is a matter of fact. 

It is an obvious reply that this matter of fact, as it is 
called, together with the consequences supposed to fol- 
low from it, involves several very doubtful matters of 
opinion. It is matter of opinion whether St. Peter pos- 
sessed privileges distinct in kind from those enjoyed by 
the other apostles, so that he alone of them was to trans- 
mit his infallibiUty to successors ; it is matter of opinion 
whether St. Peter were ever Bishop of Rome ; and, since 
St. Peter is said to have been Bishop of Antioch as well 
as of Rome, it is matter of opinion whether the Bishop 
of Rome necessarily exclusively inherits from him the 
office of infallible guide to the Christian Church. 

But it might be supposed that, if all these points could 
be once comfortably settled, then we should be released 
from the necessity for all that care and watchfulness 
which the poor Christians of the apostles' times were 
obliged to employ — ^if we only adhere firmly to the 
doctrines of the Bishop of Rome, we shall, without any 
further investigation, be sure of being in the right. We 
are tempted to congratulate ourselves on having so sim- 
pie a rule for attaining religious truth, and only to 
wonder how St. Paul should have so inexcusably omitted 
to have mentioned it to those whom he was cautioning 
against error. 

But, alas, even this simple rule, " to adhere to the 
Bishop of Rome," has its uncertainties too ; for we have 
first to determine who the real Bishop of Rome is. 
Now, in all the time between the third century and the 
Reformation, not a century has passed in which there 
has not been a schism in the church on this very point, 
and in which Christians have not been perplexed between 
the contending claims of different pretenders to the Ro- 
mish See. We commenced in the last number a history 
of one of those schisms, commonly counted the 29th ( 1 } of 
them, but not the last of them. It was, however, the 
greatest and most memorable of them, both for its du- 
ration, its extent, and Its damaging effects on the Papal 
claims. It differs, too, from other schisms in this — that 
in other cases, but not in this, Roman Catholic divines 
are now pretty well agreed as to which of the rival 
claimants had right on their side, and as to which of 
h» fMtiM of th»ir adU»r«Qt» u* to )>« branded as »«Iiii> 



matics. Even in these cases, however, it is a great 
mistake to suppose that, because a matter is plain to us 
now, it was equally plain at the time. Let us suppose 
that Koman Catholics are right in maintaining, that our 
Lord cannot possibly have made it necessary for Chris- 
tians to search for truth by a toilsome investigation 
through the inspired records of his teaching, but that 
he must have afforded them a safe, and a shorter way to 
it ; and what are we to think of the case of a man 
who has endeavoured to adopt this shorter and safer way, 
who has been only anxious to adhere to the Roman 
Pontiff, but who has. unfortunately, chosen the wrong 
one? He may have exerted in his choice of a right 
Pope as much care and watchfulness as Protestants think 
it necessary to spend in their choice of the right doc- 
trine ; he may have followed the opinion of some of 
those in whose learning and piety he had the most con- 
fidence; he may have had a considerable number of bis 
contemporaries on his side : but, perhaps, some hun- 
dred years after his death, it may be discovered that the 
question which had perplexed him was an easy one; and 
that, though he had but the one thing to decide — who was 
the true Pope — he had decided it wrong, and had, in spite 
of all his care, wandered from the true fold, outside of 
which there is no salvation. 

But the case of the great western schism is peculiar 
in this, that high Roman Catholic authority can still 
be produced in support of the claims of each of the 
rival popes, or at least in support of the opinion, that 
either of tliem might have been safely followed. This 
last is certainly the most charitable opinion, yet we 
doubt whether a Romanist can adopt it consistently ; 
for the two pretenders could not have been both real 
popes. Either, therefore, the Christian world was for 
years without a Pope, or else one of the two was the 
genuine Pope, and the other was an impostor. Surely, 
then, it will not be said that it was a matter of indiffer- 
ence which of the two a Christian adhered to. The real 
reason why Roman Catholics have been so anxious to 
make out that there was safety on both sides is, that it 
is not pleasant for them to be obliged to confess that, 
with all their anxiety to find a rule which shall deliver 
Christians from all uncertainty, and all possibility of 
going wrong, their rule was one which set the half of 
Christendom in a fatal mistake for the space of several 
years. We shall prove, at all events, from contemporary 
documents, that thequestion — which was the true Pope — 
was one which Christians were at the time held bound 
to decide rightly, as they valued their everlasting salva- 
tion. 

You will remember that we told you in the last number 
how the cardinals first chose Urban as their Pope ; how 
they afterwards gave out that this choice, having been 
made by compulsion, and in terror for their lives, was 
invalid; and how they selected Clement as the true 
Pope. 

The following are extracts from a circular issued by 
the cardinals soon after (see Baluzius Vitas Pont. Aven. 
ii. 847) :— " To all the faithful in Christ, the cardinals- 
bishops, priests and deacons — of the Holy Roman Church 
send greeting in the Lord. Having been appointed 
watchmen by the Lord God of Hosts, and occupying the 
highest post next after the Roman Pontiff, we are bound 
vigilantly to point out to the faithful the dangers which 
threaten their souls, and the snares and attacks of the en- 
emy. Whereas, therefore, we have learned for certain, that 
that seducer, Bartholomew, formerly Archbishop of 
Bari, falsely calling himself Pope, has, as another Anti- 
christ, sent certain false prophets to different parts of the 
world, whom he alone has constituted cardinals, together 
with some other defenders of his wickedness, in order 
that, by false persuasions and crafty suggestions, they may 
seduce the Christian people, and may cause them, to the 
eternal damnation of their souls, to adhere to the afore- 
said apostate : and whereas, on this account, our most 
holy lord. Pope Clement VII., has desired us, who have 
perfect knowledge of this matter, to instruct the faith- 
ful concerning it : and whereas it pertains to none others 
thanus, next after our most holy lord. Pope Clement VII., 
to inform the faithful who is the true Pope, therefore, 
we beseech you all, in Jesus Christ, for the safety of 
your souls, to adhere to the same lord, Clement," &c., &c. 

Here,' you see, it is taught plainly enough, that the 
adherents of Urban perilled their salvation ; and there 
certainly appears great show of reason in what the 
cardinals said — viz., That if any doubt should arise as to 
who the true Pope was, no one could be fitter than the 
cardinals (who are the next highest authority to the 
Pope) to decide it ; and it is hard to think that any man 
went fatally wrong who believed him to be the Pope 
whom the cardinals proclaimed as such. 

However, as we do not wish to give you merely one 
side of the question, we shall give you an abridgment, 
on the other hand, of Urban's Bull denouncing Clement, 
which will be found in full in Ray naldus's Continuation of 
Baronius, An. 1378, p. 41 : — " Since lately the vineyard 

of the Lord of Hosts — that is, the Holy Roman Church 

has been compelled to heave deep groans, because the 
sons of her womb which she had brought up and raised 
from a lowly station to the highest dignities — viz., those 
children of iniquity and perdition, Robert, &c. [here the 

anti-Pope and his cardiiMils are enumerated] have at- 

temptea to r«ad th« immlCH robs of th* Lord, andhRTA 



not only involved themselves in the bands of sin, but, 
being given over to a reprobate mind, have endeavoured 
to draw others with them to destruction ; therefore, we 
who, by the Divine clemency, have the care of the afore- 
said vineyard, have deemed it right, in the might of the 
Most High, to rise up and proceed against them and 
certain others of their favourers, as follows." Having 
then enumerated the offences of which Clement and his 
party had been guilty, in denying the authority of Urban, 
the latter proceeds : — " Wherefore, being unable, with- 
out grievous remorse of conscience, to tolerate any longer 
such wickedness, we decree that Robert [and Co.] have 
been and are schismatics, and apostates, and conspirators 
against us, and blasphemers, and to be punished as here- 
tics; and we excommunicate and anathematize them, 
and we depose them from their cardinalsbips, and from 
all other ecclesiastical dignities, and we declare them 
incapable of holding any in future, and we deprive 
[certain of their lay supporters] of all their dignities, 
and of the order of knighthood ; and we confiscate all 
the goods of the aforesaid condemned persons, both 
moveable and immoveable, and we declare their persons 
detestable and infamous, and that they ought to bo 
taken by the faithful and kept in close prison and under 
safe custody until we command further on the subject." 

" Further, we excommunicate any person who shall 
knowingly commit any of the bodies of the aforesaid to 
ecclesiastical sepulture ; from which excommunication 
he shall not be absolved until he have, with his own 
band, disinterred and cast out from ecclesiastical burial 
the bodies of the aforesaid. 

" Further, we command every faithful person, of 
whatever rank — be he king, or queen, or emperor, or 
of whatever other dignity, even if he be cardinal of the 
Holy Roman Church — that he do not knowingly re- 
ceive any of the aforesaid condemned persons into his 
city, camp, lands, or possessions of any kind; and 
that he do not carry, or suffer to be carried, to any 
of the aforesaid condemned, or to the places where they 
dwell, any grain, wine, flesh, clothes, wood, victuals, 
money, merchandize, or any goods whatsoever. 

" Further, we command all the faithful to assist any 
persons who may be engaged in capturing any of the 
aforesaid condemned persons, or in detaining them 
when captured, or in transmitting them to us ; and 
we excommunicate any private person who shall trans- 
gress the aforesaid commands, or who shall knowingly 
call the aforesaid Robert (styling himself Clement), by 
the name of Pope ; or who sttall believe or hold him for 
a Pope ; from which excommunication he shall not be 
freed by any but the Roman Pontiff, except in the ar- 
ticle of death." 

Of the remainder of the Bull we shall only mention, 
that he offers to all those who shall undertake a crusade 
for the extermination of the aforesaid schismatics, and 
who shall persecute them to the utmost of their power, 
the privileges and indulgences granted to those who 
proceed to the succour of the Holy Land ; and that 
he releases the subjects of the princes who adhere to his 
rival from their obedience to their raonarchs. 

Here, then, was a comfortable position for a private 
Christian to be placed in. On the one hand. Urban ex- 
communicates him if he calls Clement Pope, or holds or 
believes him to be so ; and he releases him from his obe- 
dience to his civil magistrate, if the civil power in ques- 
tion take the part of Clement ; while, on the other hand, 
Clement is not backward in similar threats, if be hold 
Urban for Pope. 

Remember that the main argument for the existence 
of an infallible guide in the church is, that it is incon- 
ceivable that God could have left Christians exposed to 
the risk of error in any matter concerning their eternal 
salvation ; but here we see that the institution of the 
office of Pope does not preserve Christians from such 
risk of error ; that, on the contrary, Christians were left 
for several years together perplexed between the claims 
of two popes, in favour of each of whom so much might 
be said, and each of whom uttered the most frightful 
curses against the other and his adherents. 

We have just given a mild specimen of a Pope'i 
curse; we shall now enable our readers to judge what 
it was worth : for you must remember that one of the 
two parties must have been the real Pope, and that his 
curses had all the efficacy which papal dignity can give. 
If any of our readers, then, have the misfortune to be 
cursed by the priest for reading the Word of God, or 
any other similar offence, it may be a comfort to bira to 
find that even a Pope's curse is not a very fatal affair. 

The Jesuit Maimbourgh writes as follows (History 
of the Western Schism) : — " The thunderbolts and the 
anathemas which the two popes launched against each 
other, and against all those who followed the opposite 
party, did no harm to any body." P. 57 — " The two 
popes continued to launch against each other, from time 
to time, a thousand thunderbolts of curses, which caused 
furious scandal and terrible disorder thronghout Chris- 
tendom. But as they cared little for the thunderbolts 
which thus missed fire, they soon had recourse to other 
arms which did much more mischief, producing bloody 
and fatal effects." p. 78. 

Antoninus, Archbishop of Florence, who was cano- 
nized as a saint, in 1523, writes aa follows (vol. iii., p. 
fl90) i— " Tbereverc among the Adberenti oT either party, 
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all the time that the echism lasted, most learned men, 
and most religious, and ^what is more) even distin- 
guished by their miracles ; and the question could never 
be so decided, but that there remained a doubt with very 
many. And though it be necessary to salvation to be- 
lieve that there is but one vicar of Christ, yet, on the 
occasion of a schism (when several are called popes), it 
does not appear necessary to salvation to believe that 
this or that is tlie true Pope,but only whichever of them 
■was canonically elected. And no one is bound to know 
who was canonically elected, any more than he is 
bound to be acquainted with the canon law ; but the 
people may follow their princes and prelates." And 
again (p. 406) — " Urban and Clement, the pontiffs con- 
tending for the Papacy, on solemn days, each excommu- 
nicated the other and bis adherents, as schismatics. 
Thence arose great confusion in the Christian religion ; 
and a great opportunity was presented of sinning with 
impunity. For when any prelate or monk committed 
any crime, he passed over from the one obedience to 
the other, as if he were forsaking a schism ; and so 
lie not only escaped punishment for his crime, but 
he obtained even commendation and honour." 

It would be easy to multiply quotations from some of 
the highest names in the annals of the Boman Church, 
that, notwithstanding the mutual anathemas of the con- 
tending pontiffs, the difficulty of ascertaining the true one 
was a sufficient excuse for the people on either side. In 
chort, provided you believe that there is a Pope some- 
where or other, it is quite unnecessary to know who he 
is; and you may be quite safe though you adhere to a 
false Pope, and though the true Pope be cursing you as 
hard as he can all the time. 

Having mentioned, however, that there were on both 
Bides saints who worked miracles, it would be a pity to 
conclude without giving some specimens of the light 
which those saints throw on the question. Odoricus 
Kaynaldus (p. 48) gives the following " insi<ine respon- 
tum," as he calls it, from Peter, of Arragon, who had the 
reputation of being a saint, and of having had several 
celestial visions : — 

" Your humble son, brother Peter, of Arragon, of the 
order of Minors, says, that in the revelations made by 
God to him unworthy, the cardinals (by the second 
election of the Cardinal of Geneva) are called by the 
Lprd Jesus Christ and by his apostles — Peter, Paul, and 
John — Nicolaitans, and, by consequence, schismatics, 
enemies of God, and liars : and, though they be called 
cardinals, are not, as the Lord says (Apocalypse ii.) — 
' This thou hast because thou hatest the deeds of the 
Nicolaitans, ithich I also hate, and hast found them to 
be liars who say they are apostles and are not.' Audi 
say, under your correction, that these words refer to the 
cardinals who made the second election ; for it is cer- 
tain that the heresy of Nicholas was, that he taught that 
wives were common, whence it follows that he must 
have taught that a woman may give herself to two men, 
a husband and an adulterer, contrary to the law of God. 
Such, then, speaking spiritually, was the error of the 
cardinals in the second election, who gave to the Church 
of God two husbands — viz.. Urban, whom they had first 
chosen, and afterwards the Cardinal of Geneva. There- 
fore, the cardinals are called by the Lord, who foresaw 
the schism which should come to pass, Nicolaitans, 
schismatics, and, therefore, not cardinals, since a schis- 
matic cannot be a cardinal. They are, therefore, ex- 
BcH V according to our Lord's description, called cardinals 
»nd at« not." 

We have not space to add to this exposition of the 
Becond chapter of the Apocalypse how the anti-Pope was 
made out to be Herod ; nor can we make room for ex- 
tracts from the letters of St. Catherine, of Sienna, men. 
tioned in our last article, who makes use of rather strong 
language, calling the French cardinals, when she was 
mildest, demons in human flesh, and calling Clement 
himself a demon, an Antichrist, and a limb of the devil. 
But the testimony of these saints did not produce 
effect on the opposite party, because they had their 
saints, too, who worked as many miracles, and who, 
they thought, were better saints, because tlicy kept 
their temper better, and did not abuse their antagonists 
quite so fiercely. It is sufficient to name St. Peter, 
Cardinal of Luxemburgh, who, after a life of great 
austerity, worked at his tomb such a number of dazzling, 
incontestable miracles, that crowds assembled at his 
tomb from all parts of Europe. This served the cause 
of Clement, since people could not believe that one who 
worked such miracles after his death had not been en- 
lightened by God in his life, or that he could have 
consented to receive a cardinal's hat from one who was 
not the true Pope. But people ought to have known, says 
Maimbourgh, that a saint may be deceived like other 
men, and particularly in matters of fact ; and that the 
gift of prophecy and of discernment with which God 
sometimes honours his servants, is not a constant habit, 
which always infallibly discovers the truth to them, but 
is one which enlightens them on certain occasions, and 
leaves them to their natural resources on others. 

We have said enough, then, to show that it was, at 
the time, an exceedingly difficult, if not an impossible 
task for a man to ascertain the true Pope. Nor can it be 
said, this was 400 or 600 years ago; for we cannot sup- 
pose that Cod dealt with hiii cburch by diff«rent rolei in 



the 14th or loth centuries and in the 19th. If any one 
tells you, then, that it is inconceivable that God could 
leave his church without some guide, able to lead them 
infallibly into truth, you may answer, that it is just 
as necessary that God should make them know who that 
infallible guide is ; and that it is indelibly written on 
the page of history that God did leave the church for a 
space of several years in a state in which it was next to 
impossible to determine who that infallible guide was. 
This single test, then, will determine whether our sup- 
positions, as to what it is likely God will do, are a good 
guide for ascertaining what he has actually done. 



THE DOCTRINE OF INTENTION. 
Great is the uncertainty of the law — is a phrase of com- 
mon use among tliosewho suffer (as, doubtless, some of 
our worthy readers may have done), from the fallibility 
of human tribunals ; but, alas ! great is the uncer- 
tainty of the Gospel, too, if the Church of Home's au- 
thorized statements be worthy of credit ; for no one can 
be assured that he has ever received a single sacrament, 
or ever been admitted into the Church of Christ at all, 
if the canons of the Council of Trent are true enuncia- 
tions of Catholic truth. 

This may startle many, and will, doubtless, be received 
with an incredulous smile by all who have not studied 
the doctrines of the Church of Borne in its approved and 
authorized documents. Let us, however, fairly inquire 
into the matter, and see whether the statement be cor- 
rect or not : — 

THE CHUECH OF EOME's AUTHORISED STATEaiEXTS. 

"If any one shall say that the intention of doing 
at least what the church does is not required in minis- 
ters, when they make and confer the sacraments, let 
him be accursed." — 11<A Canon of 7(h Session of Coun- 
cil of Trent. 

" The penitent ought not so to flatter himself, con- 
cerning his own personal faith, as to think that, even 
though there be no contrition on his part, or no inten- 
tion in the priest to act seriously, and to absolve him 
TRULY, he is nevertheless truly, and in the eyes of God, 
absolved on account of his faith alone." — Council of 
Trent, Session \4, chap, vi., on the Sacrament of Pen- 
ance. 

" Should any priest not intend to consecrate, but to 
act deceitfully ; also, if any hosts, through forgetfulness, 
remain on the altar, or if any part of the wine, or any 
host, is hid, when he only intends to consecrate those 
which he sees j also, if any one has before him eleven 
hosts, and intends to consecrate only ten, not deter- 
mining which ten he intends : in these cases lie does not 

consecrate, because intention is required." Roman 

Missal, on Defects of the Mass. 

Pope Innocent III., in his ninth epistle, lays it down 
that " the smallest mistake, even though made in- 
voluntarily, nullifies the whole act." The Council of 
Florence pronounced the same opinion. Cnrdinal Bel- 
larmine, on Justification (lib. iii., ch. 8),* lays it down 
broadly — " Nor can any man be certain, with the cer- 
tainty of faith, that he receives a true sacrament, since 
a sacrament cannot be made without the intention of the 
minister, and no one can see another's intention." 

Well might Ambrosius Catharinus, Bishop of Minori, 
argue against the consequences of such doctrines, as 
frightful, in the Council of Trent. They were, indeed, 
frightful ; for let an infidel, or a deceitful priest, bap- 
tize a child, without having seriously the idea of bap- 
tizing it, that child, according to the teaching of the 
Church of Borne, if it die, is lost. Let a bishop ordain 
a priest, without having actually and formally, from 
absence of mind or any other cause, the idea of confer, 
ring the priesthood, and behold we have a priest who is 
not a priest, and those whom he shall baptize, marry, 
or absolve will not, according to the doctrines of Borne, 
be baptized, married, or absolved. The Pope himself, 
without suspecting it, might have been ordained in this 
manner ; and as it is from him that everything flows 
(according to his teaching), all the bishops of the 
church might, some day, find themselves to be false 
bishops, and all the priests false priests, without there 
being any possibility of restoring the broken link. 

Hear, however, Ambrosius Catharinus himself, in 
arguing against the decreeing this doctrine :—" Let 
there be a knave priest who feigneth, and hath not an 
intention to administer the true baptism to a child, who, 
after grown to a man, is created bishop of a great city, 
and liveth many years in that charge, so that he hath 
ordained a great part of the priests. It must be said 
that he, being not baptized, is not ordained, nor they 
ordained who arc promoted by him. So that in that 
great city there will be neither eucharist nor confession ; 
because they cannot be without the sacrament of orders, 
nor orders without a true bishop ; neither can he receive 
orders who is not baptized. Behold millions of nuUitici 
of sacraments by the malice of one minister in on« act 
only." The good Bishop of Minori, however, failed in 
resisting this decree, though he strongly protested 
against it. 

* " Neque potest certus esse, certudine Qdef, se percipere Terum 
sacramentuiD, cum sacrameDtum sine iDteotlooe mfDistri Don confici- 
fttur, et intentioneoi altehu* nemo Tidere posaU."— 4th vol., p. 355, 
Cologne ed., Ids ; also, 3rd TOl., p. 43. Oe Sacramentii in Oenere, 
lib. I., cap. 37. " Sequlil IntmtioiUD fkclendi f uod ewlMlaia rstit." 



And we have only now to say a few words upon the 

CONSKQCENCES OF THIS DOCTRINE. 

I — If the doctrine of intention, aa laid down by the 
Council of Trent, is true, the Church of Bome cannot 
be a safe guide to follow, because it is impossible to 
know, either that the Popes and Councils, through 
whom she is supposed to utter her decisions, are real 
Popes and Councils, or that the persons by whom those 
decisions are received are baptized Christians ; in short, 
impossible to know that she is a church at all : 

If the doctrine of intention is not true, the Church 
of Borae cannot be a safe guide to follow, because, while 
pretending to be infallible, she has decreed a false- 
hood: 

But the doctrine of intention must be either true or 
not true : 

Therefore— The Church of Bome cannot be a sate 
guide to follow. 

II — If a Boman Catholic believes the doctrine of 
intention, he must live and die in utter uncertainty as 
to whether he has received any one of the sacraments, 
which his own church declares to be essential to salva- 
tion : 

If a Boman Catholic does not believe the doctrine of 
intention, his own church pronounces him "accursed." 
But every Boman Catholic must either believe the 
doctrine of intention or not believe it : 

Therefore — Every Boman Catholic must live and 
die either under the curse of his own church, or in a 
.state of utter uncertainty as to whether he has ever re- 
ceived any one of the sacraments which his own church 
declares to De essential to salvation. 

Ill — If Christ made the doctrine of intention, as it 
stands connected with the whole Bomish system, part of 
his religion, he founded a religion which makes obe- 
dience to the Bishop of Bome " necessary to salvation 
for every human creature" (Canon Law, Extrav. Com., 
Lib. i., Tit. 8, p. 1160, Pars. 2, Leips. 1839), and at the 
same time makes it impossible for any human creature 
to know who is a true Bishop of Bome and who is not ; 
which makes it essential to obey the decrees of Coun- 
cils, and at the same time makes it impossible to know 
which are true Councils and which are not; which 
makes the interpretation of Scripture depend upon the 
opinions of the Fathers, and at the same time makes H 
impossible to know who was a Father and who was not ; 
which makes every man's salvation depend upon his 
receiving true sacraments, and at the same time makes 
it impossible for any man to know when he doei receive 
them and when he does not ; which makes an apostoli- 
cal succession of priests essential to the existence of a 
church, and at the same time makes it impossible for 
any one to know who is in the apostolical succession 
and who is not ; which compels every layman to have 
perictual recourse to a priest, and at the same tirao 
makus it impossible for any layman to know when he 
has found one ; which theoretically makes the church 
as firm as a rock, but practically makes it as unsub- 
stantial as a shadow : 

If Christ did not make the doctrine of intention 
part of l.o religion — that is, part of Christianity— the 
Church <ir Rome, in decreeing it, has decreed anti- 
christiai.'. y, and is therefore so far antichristian. 

But Cliiist must either have made the doctrine of in- 
tention part of his religion or not : 

Therkfore — Christ must either have established a 
religion which is involved in such a hopeless mass of 
uncertainty, confusion, and absurdity as any mere 
liunian philosopher would be ashamed of; or, the Church 
of Bome is so far antichristian. 

IMPORTANT QtTESTIONS FOR ROUAN CATHOLICS. 

Bid the priest who baptized you iHtend to baptize 
you? 

Did the bisfcop who ordained him intend to ordain 
him? 

How can Pope Pius IX. be sure that he has been 
himself ordained or baptized ? 

If the priest did not intend to consecrate the host 
which he elevated for your adoration, what did you 
adore ? 

What certainty has any Boman Catholic, on hia own 
principles, that he is not unabsolved, unbaptized, an 
idolater, and the victim of a fatal delusion ? 

Is NOT THE BELICION OF BoUE THE BELIGIOR OF 
DOUBT? 

We KNOW, if our earthly bouse of this habitation 
be dissolved, that we have a building of God, a house 
not made with hands, eternal in heaven.' — 2 Cor. v. 1 
(,Oouay version). 

For this we know, that we abide in him and he 

in us ; because he hath given of his Spirit.' 1 John iv. 

13 (^Douay version). 

We know that we are of God." 1 John t. 12 

(Douoi/ version). 

Know you not that you are the temples of God, 
and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in jou?"— 1 Cor. 
iii. 16 {Douay version). 

I know wliom I have believed, and I am certain 
that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto 
him against that day."— 2 Timothyi. 12 (_Douay version). 

Is NOT THE BELlalON OF THE BiBLE THE BELIQION 
OF CERTAINTY ? 

If a man ii <• juitified by faith" (Bom. iU. 28, D»uat 



